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QUESTION:

ARE SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABLED VETERAN BUSINESSES ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DBE PROGRAM?
ANSWER:

* Executive order 13360 requires Federal agencies to set goals for and otherwise
give special consideration to service-connected disabled veteran businesses in direct Federal contracting.  This Executive Order concerns only direct Federal procurement by Federal agencies themselves.

* The Department’s DBE program concerns only contracts let by state and local agencies in which DOT financial assistance participates.  The Executive Order
does not have the effect of creating a presumption that service-connected disabled veterans are socially and economically disadvantaged for purposes of the DBE program or establishing a goal for the use of firms owned by such veterans in state and local contracts receiving DOT financial assistance.  
*  The Department of Transportation encourages service-connected disabled veterans, as well as other individuals with disabilities, to apply for participation in the DBE program.  

* A service connected disabled veteran who is a member of one of the groups presumed in the DBE program to be socially and economically disadvantaged can apply for DBE certification.   

* Individuals with disabilities, including service-connected disabled veterans, can also apply for DBE certification on an individual basis, even if they are not members of groups presumed to be socially and economically disadvantaged for purposes of DBE program.

* Appendix E to Part 26 explains how an individual who is not a member of one of the groups presumed to be disadvantaged can show that he is disadvantaged on an individual basis.  The discussion in this Appendix specifically provides that individuals with disabilities are among those who can use this approach to enter the DBE program.
